Online appendix
Table 1A. Descriptives of variables used in the data-analysis
a) Categorical variables
	Variable
	Categories

	Access (dependent variable)
	1 = access to a Flemish advisory body (n=118)

0 = no access to a Flemish advisory body (n=611)

	Umbrella association
	1 = umbrella association (n=114)

0 = no umbrella associations (n=615)

	Membership type (Model II)
	1 = informal constituency (n=108)

2 = individual members (n=225)

3 = institutional members (n=282)

4 = associations of organizations (n=114)

	Membership categories (Model IV)
	1 = informal constituency (n=108)

2 = low membership (n=146)

3 = medium membership (n=143)

4 = high membership (n=151)

	Economic
	1 = economic interest (business plus labour) (n=378)

2 = no economic interests (n=351)

	Decentralized
	1 = decentralized (n=188)

0 = centralized (n=533)

	Staff resources categorized
	1 = low, ≤ 4 staff (n=403)

2 = medium, 5-19 staff (n=204)

3 = high, ≥ 20 staff (n=106)

	Aligned with a traditional pillar
	0 = not pillarized (n=668)

1 = pillarized (n=61)

	Regional constituency
	0 = Belgian or nation-wide constituency (n=430)

1 = Flemish constituency (n=299)

	Policy portfolio
	0 = no regional competencies (n=603)

1 = predominantly regional competencies (n=126)


b) Other variables
	Variable
	mean
	std.
	skewness
	min-max
	N

	Age (logged)
	3,24
	0,844
	-0.78
	0.00 – 4.73
	729

	Membership (transformed, logged), Model III
	0.00
	1
	0.50
	-2.07 – 2.98
	440


Table 2A. Logistic regression analysis with interaction term (Model V with raw membership density (logged) and Model VI with transformed membership density)
	
	Model V
	Model VI

	Intercept
	-5.80 (1.27)***
	       -3.60 (0.76)***

	Membership type (H1)

4 = associations of organizations

3 = institutional members

2 = individual members (ref)
	2.30 (1.33) †
1.04 (1.21)

-
	0.51 (0.38)

0.26 (0.37)

	Membership raw (logged) (H2)
	0.26 (0.12)*
	

	Membership transformed (H2)
	
	0.67 (0.31)*

	Organization Type (H3)

1 = economic group (business-labor)

0 = otherwise
	0.36 (0.33)

-
	0.37 (0.33)

-

	Age (H4)

Organizational age in years (logged)
	-0.02 (0.17)
	-0.02 (0.17)

	Decentralized (H5)

1 = decentralized

0 = centralized
	-0.10 (0.33)

-
	-0.10 (0.33)

	Staff resources (H6)

3 = high (≥ 20)

2 = medium (5-19)

1= low (ref category) (≤ 4)
	1.91 (0.43)***

1.38 (0.33)***

-
	1.91 (0.43)***

1.38 (0.33)***

	Pillarized (H7)

1= pillarized

0= not pillarized
	0.81 (0.52)

-
	0.81 (0.52)

	Organization Scale (H8)

1 = regional constituency

0 = ration-wide constituency
	1.41 (0.31)***

-
	1.41 (0.31)***

-

	Policy portfolio (H9)

1 = exclusive regional competence

0 = shared or exclusively federal
	1.19 (0.33)***

-
	1.19 (0.34)***

-

	Interaction effect, density*type

Membership*institutional membership 

Membership*association of organizations Membership*individual membership (ref)
	0.03 (0.15)

-0.13 (0.23)

-
	-0.13 (0.35)

-0.49 (0.43)

-

	-2LogL (Null Model=637.624)
	356.588
	356.588

	Df
	13
	13

	Nagelkerke R Square
	.26
	0.26

	N
	433
	433


Index: parameter estimates (standard errors between brackets); *** = <.001; ** = <.01; * = <.05; †  = <.1
