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1 According to Langacker (2005), Cognitive Grammar can be considered a constructional model. 
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2 In its use as a discourse marker, the particle could be glossed as ‘I think’ or ‘I doubt’ depending on the 
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"($(#"1;("$&<"*@&)/<<("(4=&</(-)$6&&

&

:*WK&$5$=(@$&#"(& -#4D?#D(&$B(1/</1& -(#)/4D& =*&#&4?@S("&*<& /4)(B(4)(4=&1*4.(4=/*4$&

$?1;&?$&UR,w:*WK&X<*"&U#/4$="(#@&R@("/1#4&,4D-/$;Y& XQ/-.("@#4&(=&#-6%&9ZZ7Y%&:*IK&

X!?$$(4;*.(4%& 788OY& X<*"&I?=1;Y& *"& QBw:*WK& X<*"& QB#4/$;Y& XT?#-)(&+&'"/(=*%& 789OY6&

i*=P/=;$=#4)/4D%&#--&*<&=;(@&$;#"(&=;(&$#@(&D(4("#-&1;#"#1=("/$=/1$6&:;(5&#"(&S#$()&/4&

=;(&RU&@*)(-&X'/(""(;?@S("=%&9ZE8Y6&:;(5&B"*B*$(&=;(&([/$=(41(&*<&W"(#V&K4)/1($&X<"*@&

8& =*& GY%& P;/1;& #"(& ?$()& =*& @#"V& B"*$*)/1& $(B#"#=/*46& :;(5& ?$(& #& =*4(& -(.(-0S#$()&

#BB"*#1;&P;("(& /4=*4#=/*4& /$& ?4)("$=**)& #$& #& $("/($& *<& ;/D;& XTY& #4)& -*P& XdY& =*4($6&

b/4#--5%&=;(5&@#"V&$="($$()&$5--#S-($&P/=;&#&$=#"&XxY%&/4=("@()/#=(&S*?4)#"/($&P/=;&#&)#$;&

X0Y&#4)&</4#-&S*?4)#"/($&P/=;&#&B("1(4=#D(&XyY6&:;#=&$#/)%&QBw:*WK&)/<<("$&=*&=;(&D(4("#-&

$5$=(@& /4&$*@(&1;#"#1=("/$=/1$6&R$& <#"&#$&W"(#V& K4)/1($& XWKY&#"(&1*41("4()%&QB#4/$;&

?$($&-(.(-&8&<*"&1-/=/1$%&9&<*"&B"*$*)/1&P*")$%&F&<*"&/4=("@()/#=(&B;"#$($%&#4)&G&<*"&=;(&(4)&

*<&#4&/4=*4#=/*4#-&D"*?B&*"&B;"#$(6&d/V(P/$(%&/4&QB#4/$;&=;("(&#"(&G&-(.(-$&*<&B/=1;&;(/D;=%&

-*P&XdY%&@/)&XmTY%&;/D;&XTY&#4)&([="#;/D;&XlTY6&&

&

'/=1;&#11(4=$%&P;#=&/$&=*&$#5&B*$$/S-(&B/=1;&1*4=*?"$&*11?""/4D&#"*?4)&$="($$()&$5--#S-($%&

1#4&S(&@*4*=*4#-&*"&S/=*4#-6&:;/$&P#5%&#&-*P&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&P/--&S(&@#"V()&#$&dx%&#&

;/D;&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&#$&Tx&#4)&#& "/$/4D&P/=;& /=$&B(#V&P/=;/4& =;(&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&#$&

dzTx6&W*?4)#"5&=*4($&1#4&S(&#-$*&@*4*=*4#-&*"&S/=*4#-&#4)&#"(&@#)(&S5&$?11($$/*4$&

*<&T& #4)& d& =*4($6&>?""(4=-5%& 97& )/<<("(4=& 4?1-(#"& 1*4</D?"#=/*4$& #"(& )/$=/4D?/$;()& <*"&

>#$=/-/#4&QB#4/$;%%&#4)&=;(5&([B"($$&S#$/1&$B((1;&#1=&)/$=/41=/*4$&X#$$("=/*4$%&e?($=/*4$&

#4)&1*@@#4)$Y&#4)&$(.("#-&B"#D@#=/1&)/$=/41=/*4$&=;#=&1*@S/4(&P/=;&/--*1?=/*4#"5&<*"1($&

X(6D6&"(/=("#=()&1*@@#4)$%&1*4="#$=/.(&<*1?$&*"&*S./*?$&#$$("=/*4$Y6&C?$=&=*&D/.(&#&<(P&

([#@B-($%& =;(& B#==("4& dx& dy& 1*""($B*4)$& =*& #& -*P& -#$=& $="($$()& $5--#S-(& #4)& -*P&

S*?4)#"5&=*4(&#4)&([B"($$($&4(?="#-&XS"*#)&<*1?$Y&#$$("=/*4$c&dx&Ty%&=;#=&1*4$/$=$&*<&

#&-*P&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&#4)&#&;/D;&S*?4)#"5&=*4(&([B"($$($&5($M4*&e?($=/*4$c&#4)&dzTx&

dy%& #& "/$/4D& $="($$()& $5--#S-(& #4)& -*P& S*?4)#"5& =*4(%& ([B"($$($& 1*4="#$=/.(& <*1?$&

#$$("=/*4$6&

&

&

F K4$?S*")/4#=(&1*4)/=/*4#-$&/4&QB#4/$;&

&

 
3 The current and old Sp_ToBI conventions and its complete tonal inventory can be consulted in Beckman 

et al. (2002), Estebas-Vilaplana & Prieto (2008), Hualde & Prieto (2015) and Prieto & Roseano (2010). 



:;/$&B#B("&<*1?$($&*4&=;(&#4#-5$/$&*<&/4$?S*")/4#=(&1*4)/=/*4#-&1*4$="?1=/*4$&/4&QB#4/$;%&

P;/1;&1*4$/$=$&*4&P;#=&$?B("</1/#--5& "($(@S-($&#&1*4)/=/*4#-&B"*=#$/$&?$()&#$&#&@#/4&

1-#?$(&=*&([B"($$&$*@(&$*"=&*<&1*4="#$=&P/=;&=;(&B"(./*?$&=?"4&&X>*4="("#$&9ZL8%&R-@(-#&

9ZEO%&'*""*1;(&9ZZE%&Q1;P(4=("&9ZZE%&U*4=*-2*&9ZZZY%&#$&([#@B-(&X7Y&$;*P$A&

&

X7Y RA&& fu#@*$&& & #&& -#&& B-#5#g&

D*0'hQ6KiI69'd& & =*&& =;(&& S(#1;&

& & jd(=k$&D*&=*&=;(&S(#1;mk&

W9A&& lQ/&($=v&& & & --*./(4)*m&&

& K<&=*6S(6'hQ6KiI6FQ!& "#/4/4D&

& & qW?=&/=k$&"#/4/4Dmk&

&

K4& =;(& B"(./*?$& ([#@B-(%& =;(& $/01-#?$(& /4="*)?1($& #4& #"D?@(4=& XjK=k$& "#/4/4DkY& =;#=&

e?($=/*4$& =;(& /4=("-*1?=*"k$& B"*B*$#-& *<& D*/4D& =*& =;(& S(#1;6& :;/$& 1*4$="?1=/*4& /$&

1*4$/$=(4=& P/=;& =;(& B;(4*@(4*4& *<& /4$?S*")/4#=/*4%& =;(&@#/4& 1-#?$(& ?$(& *<& <*"@#--5&

$?S*")/4#=(&1-#?$($&X,.#4$&788HY6&

&

K>>$& $;*?-)& 4*=& S(& 1*4<?$()& P/=;& $?$B(4)()& $/01*4$="?1=/*4$& XQ1;P(4=("& 789LY%&

1*4)/=/*4#-& B"*=#$($& P;*$(& @#/4& 1-#?$(& ;#$& =*& S(& /4<("(4=/#--5& "(1*4$="?()& S5& =;(&

#))"($$((%&-/V(&XFYA&&

&

XFY RA&& fu#@*$&#&-#&B-#5#g&

D*0'hQ6KiI69'd& & =*&& =;(&& S(#1;&

jd(=k$&D*&=*&=;(&S(#1;mk&

W7A&& Q/&e?/("($s&

& K<&P#4=6'hQ6KiI67Q!6&

& & K<&5*?&P#4=&=*sk&

&

K4&=;(&([#@B-(&XFY%&$/&<?41=/*4$&#$&#&1*4)/=/*4#-&@#"V("&=;#=&/4="*)?1($&#&B"*=#$/$%&P;*$(&

#B*)*$/$&;#$&S((4&-(<=&*B(4&<*"&"(1*4$="?1=/*4A&$/&e?/("($%&.#@*$&#&-#&B-#5#&XjK<&5*?&P#4=%&

P(& D*& =*& =;(& S(#1;kY6& :;(& )/<<("(41(& S(=P((4& "(D?-#"& S/01-#?$#-& 1*4$="?1=/*4$& #4)&

$?$B(4)()&1*4$="?1=/*4$%& =;?$%&;#$& =*&)*&P/=;& =;(&([B-/1/=& *"& /@B-/1/=& 1;#"#1=("&*<& =;(&

#B*)*$/$A&([B-/1/=&/4&S/01-#?$#-&1*4$="?1=/*4$c&/@B-/1/=&/4&=;(&$?$B(4)()&*4($6&

 
4 Insubordinate conditionals in Spanish differ from insubordinate conditionals in Germanic languages, that 

tend to express directive speech acts, e.g. If you could lend me 50 cents. See, for instance, Kaltenböck 

(2016), D’Hertefelt (2018) and Lastres-López (2020). Insubordinate conditionals with rebuttal function are 

also found in other Romance languages, like Catalan (Salvador 2002) and Italian (Lombardi Vallauri 2016). 



&

K>>$& ;#.(& /)/*$541"#=/1& <*"@#-& <(#=?"($& =;#=& $(=& =;(@& #B#"=& <"*@& 1*4)/=/*4#-&

1*4$="?1=/*4$&](/=;("&"(D?-#"&S/01-#?$#-&*"&$?$B(4)()&*4($&XU*4=*-2*&9ZZZc&Q1;P(4=("&

9ZZEY6&b/"$=%&=;(5&"(N(1=&$?SN?41=/.(&.("S&<*"@$%&#$&.("$/*4&W9&<"*@&([#@B-(&XGY&$;*P$6&

Q(1*4)%& =;(5& "(N(1=& 1**")/4#=/*4& P/=;& *=;("& 1-#?$($%& #$& =;(& ?4D"#@@#=/1#-/=5& *<& W7&

$;*P$6& R4)& </4#--5%& =;(5& )*& 4*=& 1*@S/4(& P/=;& _1*4=/4?#=/*4& "/$(a& /4=*4#=/*4'c& *4& =;(&

1*4="#"5%&B"(./*?$&$=?)/($&;#.(&$?DD($=()&=;(5&;#.(&([1-#@#=/.(&/4=*4#=/*4&XU*4=*-2*&

9ZZZ%&Q1;P(4=("&789LY6&

&

XGY RA&& fu#@*$&#&-#&B-#5#g&

& & d(=k$&D*&=*&=;(&S(#1;m&

W9A&& xlQ/&& ($={&& & & --*./(4)*m&

& K<&& =*6S(6'hQ6QWCu6FQ!&"#/4/4D&

W7A&& xlQ/&& ($=v&& & & --*./(4)*&5&$/&;#1(&& & & <"2*m&&

& K<&& =*6S(6'hQ6KiI6FQ!& "#/4/4D&#4)&/<&@#V(6'hQ6KiI6FQ!& 1*-)&

x&K=k$&"#/4/4D&#4)&/=k$&1*-)m&

&

R$&<*"&=;(/"&@(#4/4D%&@*$=&#?=;*"$&=(4)&=*&/)(4=/<5&#&1*4$="#$=/.(&@(#4/4D(&X>*4="("#$&

9ZL8%& R-@(-#& 9ZEO%& '*""*1;(& 9ZZE%& Q1;P(4=("& 9ZZE%&U*4=*-2*& 9ZZZY%& =;#=& 1*?-)& S(&

#4#-/`()&#$&#&1*4.(4=/*4#-&/@B-/1#=?"(&=;#=&1#4&S(&D-*$$()&#-*4D&=;(&-/4($&jK<&/=&/$&"#/4/4D%&

P;5&)*&5*?&$?DD($=&=*&D*&=*&=;(&S(#1;gk6&Q1;(@#=/1#--5%&=;(&/@B-/1#=?"(&P*?-)&S(A&/<&B&

o=;(&$/01-#?$(p&à&e&o#&B"(./*?$&?==("#41(p&/$&/4#BB"*B"/#=(&XU*4=*-2*&9ZZZY6&&

&

b"*@& #& )/$1*?"$(0$="?1=?"#-& B("$B(1=/.(%& =;/$& 1*4$="?1=/*4& =5B/1#--5& *11?"$& #$& #&

)/$B"(<(""()&$(1*4)&B#"=&*<&#4&#)N#1(415&B#/"&XU*4=*-2*&9ZZZY6&:;(&)/$1*?"$(&)/$="/S?=/*4&

1#44*=& S(&@*)(-()& #& <*"@#-& "($="/1=/*4%& (e?/.#-(4=& =*& =;(& $(-(1=/*4& *<& /4)/1#=/.(& .("S&

<*"@$%&S?=&/=&/$&#&$="*4D&=(4)(415A&/4&#&1*"B?$&$=?)5&*<&K>>$&/4&1*--*e?/#-&1*4.("$#=/*4%&

HH%Fy&*<&=;(&)#=#&P("(&)/$B"(<(""()&"($B*4$($6&J=;("&1*4=([=$&/41-?)(&=;(&N?$=/</1#=/*4&

 
5 Kaltenböck (2016) founds similar results in English. !"#$%&'()*+&%,-./*+)0+*%+12%0)03'12'2%/"12-#-"1+*0%

0$"4%/"1#-1)+#-"1%&-0'%-1#"1+#-"1%5+)#$"&%'#%+*6%789:;<%-1%&'()*+&%,-./*+)0+*%/"12-#-"1+*0%/"1#-1)+#-"1%&-0'%-0%

="#->+#'2%,?%0?1#+/#-/%@+/#"&0%51"1%@-1+*%)##'&+1/'%3"0-#-"1;A%4$'&'+0%-1%0)03'12'2%/"10#&)/#-"10A%3&"0"2?%

-#% -0%="#->+#'2%,?%3&+(=+#-/%@+/#"&0A%+0%+1%-10#&)/#-"1%#"%#$'%+22&'00''%#"%&'/"10#&)/#%+%/"=3+#-,*'%=+-1%

/*+)0'%5BC'%/+1%("%#"%#$'%,'+/$D%-1%'E+=3*'%!7%-1%#$'%#'E#;6%F)03'12'2%/*+)0'0%G''3%#$'-&%&-0-1(%-1#"1+#-"1%

'>'1%4$'1%#$'?%+&'%1"#%@"**"4'2%,?%+1?%*-1()-0#-/%=+#'&-+*A%*-G'%-1%#)&1%!7%-1%'E+=3*'%5H;6%I$'&'@"&'A%#$'-&%

3&"0"2-/%=+&G-1(%/+11"#%,'%'E3*+-1'2%-1%3)&'%0?1#+/#-/%#'&=0A%,)#%-1%3&+(=+#-/%"1'06%F-=-*+&*?A%JKK0%2"%1"#%

+//'3#%/"1#-1)+#-"1%&-0'A%4$'#$'&%#$'?%+&'%@"**"4'2%,?%+1?%"#$'&%)##'&+1/'%-1%#$'-&%#)&1%"&%1"#6 
6 For an alternative analysis of si as an epistemic marker, see Schwenter (2016). 



*<&#&B"(./*?$&$B((1;&#1=%&/4&=?"4&/4=("4#-&B*$/=/*4&XO#Yc&*"&=;(&@/"#=/.(&"(#1=/*4&=*&#&4*40

-/4D?/$=/1&$=/@?-?$&XOSY&

&

XOY #6&& :(4(@*$&& & e?(&1*@B"#"-*6&lQ/&& ($&& ?4#&& D#4D#m&

T#.(6'hQ6KiI69'd& =;#=&S?56/=& /<&=*S(6'hQ6KiI6FQ!&#&S#"D#/4&

j3(&;#.(&=*&S?5&/=6&K=k$&#&S#"D#/4mk&

S6&oR<=("&-**V/4D&<*"&@5&D-#$$($p&&

lQ/&& -#$&& --(.*&& & & B?($=#$m&

K<&& =;(@&& P(#"6'hQ6KiI69Q!&B?=)

& & joK&N?$=&"(#-/`()p&Kk@&P(#"/4D&=;(@mk&

&

:;(&1*4$="?1=/*4#-&$=#=?$&*<& =;/$&B#==("4& /$&1-(#"6&J4& =;(& <*"@#-&$/)(%& =;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&

([;/S/=& B"*B("=/($& =;#=& 1#44*=& S(& B"()/1=()& <"*@& =;(& V4*P-()D(& *<& 1*4)/=/*4#-&

1*4$="?1=/*4$%&($B(1/#--5&@**)&$(-(1=/*4&#4)&1-#?$(&1*@S/4/4D6&J4&=;(&/4=("B"(=/.(&$/)(%&

=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&([B"($$($&#4&/4=("#1=/*4#-&1*4="#$=/.(&@(#4/4D&=;#=&1#44*=&S(&#=="/S?=()&

=*&#45&-([/1#-&/=(@6&:;(&e?($=/*4&=;#=&"(@#/4$&*B(4&/$&=;(&$=#=?$&*<&=;(&B"*$*)5&*<&=;(&

1*4$="?1=/*4A& /$& /=& ?4@#"V()& X#11(B=$& #45& B"*$*)/1& B#==("4Y%& /)/*$541"#=/1& X#11(B=$& #&

?4/e?(& B"*$*)/1& B#==("4& P;/1;& )*($& 4*=& *11?"& *?=$/)(& =;(& 1*4$="?1=/*4Y& *"& /4;("/=()&

X#11(B=$&#&B#==("4&P;/1;&([/$=$&*?=$/)(&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4Yg&&

&

&

G U(=;*)&

&

K4& *")("& =*& *<<("& #4& #4$P("& =*& =;(& e?($=/*4& N?$=& $V(=1;()%& P(& ;#.(& 1*4)?1=()& #4&

([B("/@(4=&=*&#4#-5`(&=;(&B"*$*)/1&<(#=?"($&*<&QB#4/$;&K>>$6&:;/$&$(1=/*4&)(=#/-$&=;(&

@(=;*)&?$()& /4& =;(& #4#-5$/$6&Q(1=/*4& 8& )($1"/S($& =;(& $B(#V("& #4)& "(1*")/4D$%&P;/-(&

$(1=/*4&G69&)(#-$&P/=;&=;(&1*"B?$&?$()&#4)&)#=#&(-/1/=#=/*46&

&

G69 QB(#V("$&#4)&h(1*")/4D$&

&

R--&=;(&"(1*")/4D$&P("(&@#)(&S5&9G&4#=/.(&$B(#V("$&*<&'(4/4$?-#"&QB#4/$;6&:;(&#.("#D(&

#D(&*<&=;(&B#"=/1/B#4=$&P#$&7G6GG&X|}7698Y6&:;(5&P("(&$B(#V("$&<"*@&<*?"&B"*./41($&*<&

QB#/4A&U#)"/)%&W#"1(-*4#%&>#4=#S"/#&#4)&Q(./--(6&:;("(<*"(%&=;(&$(-(1=/*4&*<&B#"=/1/B#4=&

P#$& )*4(& ="5/4D& =*& /41-?)(& =;(& @*"(& QB#4/$;& .#"/#4=$& B*$$/S-(%& =;("(<*"(& /=& /$& #&

1*@B"(;(4$/.(&)($1"/B=/*4&*<&=;(&"(#-/`#=/*4$&*<&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&/4&'(4/4$?-#"&QB#4/$;6&

:;(&)/$="/S?=/*4&*<&=;(&B#"=/1/B#4=$&P#$&#$&<*--*P$A&U#)"/)%&=P*&$B(#V("$&X*4(&@#-(%&*4(&



<(@#-(Yc&W#"1(-*4#%&<*?"&$B(#V("$&X=P*&@#-(%&=P*&<(@#-(c&7&>#=#-#4&)*@/4#4=%&7&QB#4/$;&

)*@/4#4=Yc&Q(./--(%&<*?"&$B(#V("$&X=P*&@#-(%&=P*&<(@#-(c&=P*&<"*@&=;(&1/=5&1(4=("%&=P*&

<"*@&=;(&B"*./41($Yc&#4)&>#4=#S"/#%&<*?"&$B(#V("$&X=P*&@#-(%&=P*&<(@#-(c&=P*&<"*@&=;(&

1/=5%&=P*&<"*@&=;(&B"*./41($Y6&b/D?"(&96&U#B&$;*P/4D&$B(#V("$&*"/D/4&b/D?"(&9&)(B/1=$&

=;(&D(*D"#B;/1#-&*"/D/4&*<&=;(&$B(#V("$6&

&

&
b/D?"(&96&U#B&$;*P/4D&$B(#V("$&*"/D/4&&

&

R--& "(1*")/4D$& P("(& @#)(& P/=;& #& U#"#4=`& 'IUL8& "(1*")("& #4)& #& QTth,& QUOE&

@/1"*B;*4(6&:;(&</-($&P("(&)/D/=/`()&P/=;&#&$#@B-/4D&"#=(&*<&77%8O8&T`&#4)&(41*)()&/4&

#&<*"@#=&P/=;*?=&1*@B"($$/*4&XP#.Y6&,#1;&?==("#41(&P#$&$#.()&/4&#&$(B#"#=()&</-(&#4)&

#44*=#=()&/4&'"##=6&:;(&#44*=#=/*4&1*4$/$=()&*<&#&</"$=&=/("& /4&P;/1;&=;(&?==("#41(&P#$&

="#4$1"/S()&*"=;*D"#B;/1#--5&S5&P*")$&#&$(1*4)&*4(&P/=;&#&$5--#S-(&$(D@(4=#=/*4&#4)&

B;*4(=/1& ="#4$1"/B=/*4& #4)& #& =;/")& =/("& P/=;& W"(#V& K4)/1($6& :;/$& #44*=#=/*4& P#$& )*4(&

@#4?#--5&#4)&/=&P#$&?$()&#$&=;(&/4B?=&*<&#4&#?=*@#=/1&="#4$1"/S("&*<&/4=*4#=/*4&X,-./"#0

!#"12#& (=& #-6%& 789LY& P;/1;& ?$($& =;(& 1*4=*?"& ([="#1=/*4& /@B-(@(4=()& /4& '"##=%&

#?=*1*""(-#=/*4& #-D*"/=;@& XW*("$@#%& 9ZZFc& W*("$@#& +& 3((4/4V%& 789OY6& R--& =;(&

#44*=#=/*4$&P("(&@#4?#--5&1*""(1=()6&:;(&"($?-=$&?$()&/4&=;/$&B#B("&#"(&=;(&QBw:*WK&



="#4$1"/B=/*4$&*<&=;(&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4&*<&=;(&$(4=(41(6&Q/41(&#--&=;(&B#==("4$&#==($=()&

#"(&"/$/4D0<#--/4D&B#==("4$%&=;(&)/$=/41=/*4&*<&dzTx&dy&#4)&dx&Tdy&/$&($B(1/#--5&"(-(.#4=6&

:;(& #?=*@#=/1& ="#4$1"/S("& ?$()& #BB-/($& =;(& <*--*P/4D& "?-($& <*"& =;($(& 4?1-(#"&

1*4</D?"#=/*4$A&&

0 dzTx&dyA&=;("(&/$&#&96O&$(@/=*4(&"/$(&P/=;/4&=;(&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&X<"*@&$=#"=&B*/4=&

=*&(4)Y&#4)&#&<#--/4D&D"(#=("&=;#4&96O&?4=/-&=;(&(4)6&:;/$&"($?-=$&/4&#&"/$/4D0<#--/4D&

B#==("4&P/=;&=;(&B(#V&P/=;/4&=;(&$="($$&$5--#S-(6&

0 dx&TdyA&=;("(&/$&#&96O&$(@/=*4(&"/$(&<"*@&=;(&@/)0B*/4=&*<&=;(&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&

=*&=;(&@/)0B*/4=&*<&=;(&B*$=$="($$()&$5--#S-(%&=;(4&#&<#--/4D&S*?4)#"5&=*4(6&:;/$&

"($?-=$&/4&#&"/$/4D0<#--/4D&B#==("4&P/=;&=;(&B(#V&/4&=;(&B*$=$="($$()&$5--#S-(6&

&

G67 U#=("/#-$&#4)&(-/1/=#=/*4&

&

:;(&"(1*")()&$(4=(41($&1*""($B*4)&=*&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&)($1"/S()&/4&$(1=/*4&F&#4)&=;(5&

;#.(&S((4&"(1*")()&P/=;&7&1*4$=/=?(4=$&~$/zuzJ�%&P;/1;&@(#4$&=;#=&#--&=;(&"(1*")()&

?==("#41($&;#.(&7&-([/1#-&#11(4=$6&:;(&.("S&/$&#-P#5$&B#"*[5=*4(&#4)&=;(&*SN(1=&1#4&S(&

B#"*[5=*4(&*"&B"*B#"*[5=*4(6&i*&$(4=(41($&$="($$()&/4&=;(&-#$=&$5--#S-(&P("(&/41-?)()6&

i*=&/41-?)/4D&*[5=*4(&P*")$&/4&-#$=&B*$/=/*4&#4$P("$&=*&=;(&4(1($$/=5&*<&#.*/)/4D&1("=#/4&

B;*4(=/1&B;(4*@(4#&=;#=&*11?"&/4&=;($(&P*")$&/4&QB#4/$;%&(6D6&="?41#=/*4&X>*-/4#%&788ZY6&

R--&=;(&P*")$&/41-?)()&/4&=;(&1*"B?$&P("(&*4-5&1*4$=/=?=()&S5&.*/1()&$(D@(4=$&/4&*")("&

=*&(#$(&=;(&B/=1;&1*4=*?"&#4#-5$/$6&R$&#&"($?-=%&=P*&$(4=(41($&P("(&*S=#/4()&X$((&XL#Y&

#4)&XLSYY6&

XLY &

XL#Y& XB("*M#4)#Y& $/& @("/(4)#& .(")?"#&

S?=MP*P& /<& (#=6'hQ0KiI6FQ!& .(D(=#S-($&

jW?=&$;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($k&
!

&

XLSY& XB("*M#4)#Y& $/& @("/(4)#& @{)?-#&

S?=MP*P& Kb& (#=6'hQ0KiI6FQ!& S*4(&@#""*P&

jW?=&$;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($k&
!

&

:;(&1*4$="?1=/*4$&P("(&*S=#/4()&S5&@(#4$&*<&(-/1/=#=/*46&:;(&@(=;*)&?$()&/$&#&.#"/#=/*4&

*<&=;(&1-#$$/1&I/$1*?"$(&>*@B-(=/*4&:#$V&XI>:Y&Xu#4"(--%&b(-);#?$(4%&R$="?1%&789EY6&K4&

=;/$&#BB"*#1;%&=;(&"($(#"1;("&B"*B*$($&=;(&"($B*4)(4=&#&1*4=([=&#4)&=;(&-([/1#-&1*4=(4=&



*<&=;(&$(4=(41(&=;#=&=;(5&@?$=&B"*)?1(6&:;("(<*"(%&=;(&"($?-=&/$&#&=5B(&*<&_#1=()a&$B((1;&

P("(&=;(&B#"=/1/B#4=&#$$?@($&#&"*-(&#4)&#4$P("$&=*&=;(&$/=?#=/*4&/4&=;(&@*$=&"($(@S-(&

P#5&=*&=;(&#1=?#-&$B((1;&#1=&=;#=&=;(5&1#4&B("<*"@6&:;/$&=5B(&*<&(-/1/=#=/*4&P#$&B*$$/S-(&

*4-5&S(1#?$(&=;(&@*$=&?$?#-&1*4=([=$&/4&P;/1;&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&/$&B"*)?1()&;#)&S((4&

B"(./*?$-5&)($1"/S()*6&&

&

K4&*")("&=*&V((B&=;(&([B("/@(4=&1*4="*--()&P;/-(&$=/--&#11*?4=/4D&<*"&)/$1*?"$(0$="?1=?"#-&

.#"/#=/*4%&=P*&)/$1*?"$(&1*4=([=$&P("(&/41-?)()&/4&=;(&$=?)5A&#&"(S?==#-&1*4=([=&XHY&#4)&#&

@/"#=/.(&1*4=([=&XEY6&:;(&</"$=&$/=?#=/*4&P#$&"(1*")()&S5&#--&=;(&B#"=/1/B#4=$%&=;(&$(1*4)&

*4(& *4-5& S5& U#)"/)& <(@#-(& $B(#V("%& /4& *")("& =*& 1;(1V& /<& /=& ;#)& #& )/<<("(4=& B"*$*)/1&

"(#-/`#=/*46&

XHY �*?&#"(&P/=;&#&1-*$(&<"/(4)%&#4)&5*?&#"(&=#-V/4D&#S*?=&#&=;/")&B("$*4&=;#=&;#$&B?=&

*4&P(/D;=&#<=("&#&B"(D4#4156&�*?"&<"/(4)&=(--$&5*?&=;#=&/$&*S./*?$&=;#=&$;(&;#$&B?=&

*4&P(/D;=&S(1#?$(&$;(&(#=$&1;*1*-#=(&(.("5&)#5%&S?=&5*?&S*=;&;#.(&$((4&;("&

(#=/4D&.(D(=#S-($&#4)&5*?&$#5&=*&5*?"&<"/(4)A&lX'("*Y&$/&@("/(4)#&.(")?"#m&XjW?=&

$;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($mkY&

XEY �*?&#"(&P/=;&#&1-*$(&<"/(4)&=;#=&;#$&"(1(4=-5&;#)&#&1;/-)6&�*?&=;/4V&=;#=&=;(&1;/-)&

*4-5&)"/4V$&<*"@?-#%&S?=&5*?&$((&=;#=&;/$&@*=;("&/$&B"(B#"/4D&.(D(=#S-($6&3;(4&

5*?&"(#-/`(&=;(&.(D(=#S-($&#"(&<*"&=;(&S#S5%&5*?&$#5A&lXR4)#Y&$/&@("/(4)#&.(")?"#m&

XqX3*PY&Q;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($mkY&

&

b*"&(#1;&1*4=([=&P(&/41-?)()&$(4=(41($&P/=;&=;(&-#$=&-([/1#-&$="($$()&/4&=;(&

B(4?-=/@#=(&$5--#S-(&XB#"*[5=*4(&P*")$Y&#4)&B"*B#"*[5=*4(&P*")$6&:;(&=#$V&P#$&

B("<*"@()&=;"((&=/@($&S5&(#1;&$B(#V("%&=;("(<*"(&EG&$(4=(41($&P("(&"(1*")()&/4&

"(S?==#-&1*4=([=$&#4)&L&/4&#&@/"#=/.(&1*4=([=&XLy&*<&=;(&1*"B?$Y6&K4&*=;("&P*")$%&F&

-*1#-($&X>#4=#S"/#%&Q(./--(&#4)&W#"1(-*4#Y&;#.(&G&$B(#V("$&B("&9&1*4=([=&B("&7&</4#-&

P*")$&B("&F&"(B(=/=/*4$%&;(41(&H7&$(4=(41($6&R4)&U#)"/)&;#$&7&$B(#V("$&B("&7&</4#-&

P*")$&B("&F&"(B(=/=/*4$%&;(41(&97&"(S?==#-&$(4=(41($&#4)&L&@/"#=/.(&$(4=(41($6&

R-=;*?D;&P(&;#)&#-$*&*[5=*4(&$(4=(41($&"(1*")()&/4&=;(&$#@(&$($$/*4%&P(&)(1/)()&=*&

4*=&/41-?)(&=;*$(&/4&=;/$&B#B("&/4&*")("&=*&$/@B-/<5&=;(&#4#-5$/$6&!/.(4&=;#=&/<&P(&;#)&

/41-?)()&=;($(%&P(&P*?-)&;#.(&4(()()&=*&=#V(&/4=*&#11*?4=&#4)&([B-#/4&$*@(&

="?41#=/*4&(<<(1=$&=;#=&"($?-=&/4&1*4=*?"$&=;#=&;#.(&#&dzTx&Ty&$?"<#1(&$="?1=?"(&S(/4D%&

B;*4*-*D/1#--5%&#&dzTx&dy&1*4=*?"6&&

&

 
7 In a corpus-based study, they report the following distribution: dispreferred second parts of adjacency 

pairs constitute 77,3% of the cases, followed by turn-internal (13%) and mirative contexts (9,2%). 



O h($?-=$&

&

:;(&D(4("#-&"($?-=$&*<&=;(&#4#-5$/$&1#4&S(&*S$(".()&/4&b/D?"(&76&:;(&1*4=*?"$&*S$(".()&

/4&@/"#=/.(& 1-#?$($& #"(& dx&Tdy&#4)& dzTx& dy6& :;(& 1*4=*?"$& *S$(".()& /4&U#)"/)& <*"&

"(S?==#-&1-#?$($&#"(&#-$*&dx&Tdy&#4)&dzTx&dy6&:;("(<*"(%&P(&P/--&B"($(4=&=;(&"($?-=$&*<&

"(S?==#-&#4)&@/"#=/.(&1-#?$($&=*D(=;("6&&&

:;(&@#N*"/=5&B#==("4&/$&dzTx&dy&XOZyY%&<*--*P()&S5&dxTdy&XFZyY&#4)&#&=*V(4&B"($(41(&

*<& lTxdy& X7yY6& R--& =;(& 1*4=*?"$& 1#4& #BB(#"& /4& S*=;& 1*4=([=$& #4#-5`()& X"(S?==#-& #4)&

@/"#=/.(Y6&&

&

&
b/D?"(&76&R==($=()&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4$&1#$($&#4)&B("1(4=#D($6&

&

:;(&B#==("4&dzTxdy&1*4$/$=&*<&#&"/$/4D&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&#4)&#&-*P&S*?4)#"5&=*4(&Xb/D?"(&

FY6& K=&;#$&S((4&#==($=()& /4&#-@*$=&#--& =;(&)*@#/4&*<&QB#4/$;&#$& =;(& =5B/1#-&1*4=*?"&*<&

1*4="#$=/.(&<*1?$&XT?#-)(&+&'"/(=*%&789OY6&&



&
b/D?"(&F&3#.(<*"@%&$B(1="*D"#@&#4)&B/=1;&1*4=*?"&*<&=;(&$(4=(41(&l'("*&$/&@("/(4)#&

.(")?"#m&XjW?=&$;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($mkY&B"*)?1()&S5&#&@#-(&$B(#V("&<"*@&>#4=#S"/#&P/=;&

=;(&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4&dzTxdy&

&

dx&Tdy&1*4$/$=&/4&#&-*P&-#$=&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&#4)&#&"/$/4D0<#--/4D&S*?4)#"5&=*4(&Xb/D?"(&

GY6&R4)&/=&;#$&S((4&)($1"/S()&#$&=;(&/4=*4#=/*4#-&B#==("4&*<&4#""*P&<*1?$&X1*""(1=/.(Y+&

X'"/(=*&+&h*$(#4*%&7898Y6&

&

 
8 In Prieto & Roseano (2010) is referred as narrow focus and contradiction statements.  



&
b/D?"(&G6&3#.(<*"@%&$B(1="*D"#@&#4)&B/=1;&1*4=*?"&*<&=;(&$(4=(41(&l'("*&$/&@("/(4)#&

.(")?"#m&XjW?=&$;(&(#=$&.(D(=#S-($mkY&B"*)?1()&S5&#&<(@#-(&$B(#V("&<"*@&W#"1(-*4#&P/=;&

=;(&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4&dx&Tdy6&

&

:;(&lTx&dy&1*4$/$=&/4&#&"/$/4D&$="($$()&$5--#S-(&<"*@&#&;/D;&=#"D(=&=*&#4&([="#;/D;&*4(&

Xb/D?"(&OY6&:;/$&/$&#&)/#-(1=#-&B#==("4&#==($=()&/4&>#4#"/#4&5($M4*&e?($=/*4$6&T*P(.("%&/=&

;#$&#-$*&S((4&#==($=()&/4&Q(./--(&#$&#&)/#-(1=#-&$*-?=/*4&<*"&"(<?=#=/*4#-&$=#=(@(4=$6&



&
b/D?"(&O6&3#.(<*"@%&$B(1="*D"#@&#4)&B/=1;&1*4=*?"&*<&=;(&$(4=(41(&l'("*&$/&@("/(4)#&

@{)?-#m& XjW?=& $;(& (#=$&@#""*PmkY& B"*)?1()& S5& #&@#-(& $B(#V("& <"*@&Q(./--(& P/=;& =;(&

4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4&lTxdy&

&

:;(&"($?-=$&*<&=;(&#4#-5$/$&$B-/=&S5&"(D/*4&1#4&S(&*S$(".()&/4&b/D?"(&L6&:;(&)#=#&#--*P$&

1*4</"@/4D& =;#=& lTx& dy& *4-5& *11?"$& /4& Q(./--(& $B(#V("k$& )#=#6& K4& #))/=/*4%& /=& 1#4& S(&

*S$(".()& =;#=%& )($B/=(& dzTx& dy& #4)& dx& Tdy& #BB(#"/4D& /4& (.("5& $?".(5& B*/4=%& =;(5&

#BB(#"&/4&)/<<("(4=&B"*B*"=/*4$6&dx&Tdy&/$&=;(&B"(<(""()&</4#-&1*4=*?"&<*"&K>>$&/4&U#)"/)%&

P;("(#$& /4&>#4=#S"/#&#4)& /4&Q(./--(& =;(&B"(<(""()&B#==("4& /$&dzTx6&W*=;&*<& =;(@&P("(&

=($=()&#D#/4$=&1;#41(&B"*./4D&$/D4/</1#4=&X��X9%9EY}&GF6OL%&B}86889&#4)&>#4=#S"/#&��X9%&

7GY}&9L6LLH%&B}~&86889Y6&K4&1*4="#$=%&W#"1(-*4#&;#$&4*=&#&1-(#"&B"(<("(41(&<*"&*4(&*<&=;(&

B#==("4$&��X9%&7GY}&869LH%&B}&86LEFY6&:;(&B;*4*-*D/1#-&)/<<("(41(&S(=P((4&dx&Tdy&#4)&

dzTxdy&/$&4*=&1-(#"%&$/41(&/=&;#$&4*=&S((4&([B("/@(4=#--5&B"*.()&X#=&-(#$=&5(=Y&P;(=;("&

-/$=(4("$&1#4&B("1(/.(&=;(&)/<<("(41(&S(=P((4&=;(&=P*&1*4=*?"$&#4)&"(-#=(&=;(@&=*&=P*&

)/<<("(4=& @(#4/4D$6& :;(& 1?""(4=& .("$/*4& *<& QBw:*WK& $=#=($& =;#=& S*=;& 1*4=*?"$& #"(&

B*$$/S-(&/4&([1-#@#=*"5&1*4=([=$&#4)&([B-#/4$&=;#=%&P;("(#$&dzTx&dy&/$&?$()&/4&(.("5&

QB#4/$;& .#"/(=5%& dx& Tdy& /$&@*"(& D(*D"#B;/1#--5& "($="/1=()6& R$& <*"& =;(/"& )/<<("(41(& /4&

@(#4/4D%&=;(5&$#5&=;#=%&P;(4&S*=;&1*4=*?"$&#"(&B*$$/S-(%&dx&Tdy&([B"($$($&_#&D"(#=("&

(@B;#=/1%&1*4="#)/1=*"5&<*"1(a&XT?#-)(&#4)&'"/(=*%&789OA&FLZY6&



&

&
b/D?"(&L6&R==($=()&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4$&$B-/=&S5&"(D/*46&

&

:;(&$?@@#"5&*<& =;(&#==($=()&B"*$*)/1&B#==("4$%& /=$& $1;(@#=/1&1*4=*?"&#4)&B"#D@#=/1&

@(#4/4D&1#4&S(&*S$(".()&/4&b/D?"(&H6&

&

&
b/D?"(&H6&Q1;(@#=/1&B/=1;&1*4=*?"&"(B"($(4=#=/*4$&*<&=;(&#==($=()&4?1-(#"&1*4</D?"#=/*4$&

X-(<=Y&#4)&=;(/"&"(B*"=()&@(#4/4D&/4&S/S-/*D"#B;5&X"/D;=Y6&

&

Transcription Meaning

L+H* L% Narrow focus, exclamative statements

L*HL% Narrow focus,  contradiction statements

¡H* L% Narrow focus (dialectal pattern)

Pitch contour



&

L I/$1?$$/*4&

&

W?/-)/4D&*4&=;(&#4#-5$/$&N?$=&B"($(4=()%&/4&=;/$&$(1=/*4&P(&*<<("&#4&#4$P("&=*&=;(&<*--*P/4D&

e?($=/*4$A&

X/Y h(-#=/*4$;/B&S(=P((4&1*4$="?1=/*4$&#4)&B"*$*)56&>#4&D"#@@#=/1#-&1*4$="?1=/*4$&

;#.(& #4& /)/*$541"#=/1& B"*$*)5& XQ#)#=0:(;"#4/& 788EY& *"& )*& =;(5& 4(()& =*&

#11*@@*)#=(& =*& =;(& "(D?-#"& 1*4=*?"$& /4& =;(& -#4D?#D(& XU#"#4)/4& 788LYg&>#4&

D"#@@#=/1#-& 1*4$="?1=/*4$& 1*@S/4(& P/=;& )/<<("(4=& B"*$*)/1& 1*4$="?1=/*4$& ]

1*4=*?"$^*"&#"(&=;(5&"($="/1=()&=*&#&$B(1/</1&*4(g&I*($&=;/$&)(B(4)&*4&<*"@#-&*"&

$(@#4=/1&<(#=?"($g&

X//Y u#"/#=/*4&*<& B"*$*)/1& 1*4$="?1=/*4$6&R"(&B"*$*)/1& 1*4$="?1=/*4$& 1*@@*4& =*&#--&

.#"/(=/($&*<&=;(&$#@(&-#4D?#D(&*"&)*&=;(5&$;*P&"(D/*4#-&.#"/#=/*4g&

R$&<*"& =;(&</"$=&#$B(1=%& =;("(&#"(& =;"((&B*=(4=/#-&$1(4#"/*$&*<& =;(&"(-#=/*4$;/B&S(=P((4&

X-([/1*0D"#@@#=/1#-Y&1*4$="?1=/*4$&#4)&B"*$*)/1&B#==("4$A&B"*$*)5&/$&?4@#"V()&X/6(6&=;(&

1*4$="?1=/*4& #11(B=$& #45& B"*$*)/1& B#==("4& /4& =;(& -#4D?#D(Y%& /)/*$541"#=/1& X/6(6& =;(&

1*4$="?1=/*4&#11(B=$&#&?4/e?(&B"*$*)/1&B#==("4Y&*"&/4;("/=()&X/6(6&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&#11(B=$&

#&B#==("4&P;/1;&([/$=$&*?=$/)(&=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4Y6&R$&/=&P#$&$;*P4&/4&=;(&B"(./*?$&$(1=/*4%&

K>>$&*4-5&1*@S/4(&P/=;&<*1?$&B"*$*)/1&B#==("4$%&P/=;&#&$B(1/#-&"(D/*4#-&.#"/#4=&/4&Q(./--(6&

:;("(<*"(%&=;(&B"*$*)/1&S(;#./*"&*<&=;/$&1*4$="?1=/*4&/$&1*4$/$=(4=&P/=;&=;(&=;/")&$1(4#"/*A&

=;(&1*4$="?1=/*4&/4;("/=$&#4&#-"(#)5&([/$=/4D&B"*$*)/1&B#==("46&3(&#"D?(&=;#=&=;(&S($=&P#5&

=*& #11*?4=& <*"& =;(& "(-#=/*4$;/B& S(=P((4& B"*$*)/1& B#==("4$& #4)& X-([/1*D"#@@#=/1#-Y&

1*4$="?1=/*4$& /$& X/Y& =*& ="(#=& B"*$*)/1& B#==("4$&#$& 1*4$="?1=/*4$%& X//Y& =*& /)(4=/<5& "(D/*4#-&

.#"/#=/*4&*<&B"*$*)/1& 1*4$="?1=/*4$&P;(4& "(-(.#4=%& #4)& X///Y& =*& "(B"($(4=&B"*$*)5&#$&#&

<(#=?"(&*<&$(4=(41(0-(.(-&1*4$="?1=/*4$6&

&

K4&-/4(&P/=;&1?""(4=&"($(#"1;&*4&K4=("#1=/*4#-&d/4D?/$=/1$&XJD)(4&7898%&3#")&789ZY%&=;(&

</"$=&=;(*"(=/1#-&B*$$/S/-/=5&/$&=;#=&B"*$*)/1&B#==("4$&1#4&S(&@*)(-()&#$&1*4$="?1=/*4$&=;#=&

B#/"& #& B;*4*-*D/1#-& <*"@& ^#4& /4=*4#=/*4#-& 1*4=*?"^& #4)& #& B"#D@#=/1& @(#4/4D& ^
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9 ANON. For their functional equivalent in English, see Brinton (2014). 
10 These examples are not included in the experiment and are here only for illustration purpose. They are 

ad-hoc examples elicited with the premise “imagine your partner ask you to iron his shirts”. 
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11 Capelle (2006) introduces the term allostruction to describe structural variants of constructions that do 

not encode different meanings.  
12 Allotony in Spanish intonation has been addressed by Hualde (2006), Willis (2009) and Armstrong-

Abrami, (2017), among others. 
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